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Spanning over 2,2758,000 kilometers, oceans offer some of the

world’s most fascinating biodiversity and contribute to some of

the most sought-after sceneries in the world. Due to the rising

amount of plastics and pollutants in the oceans though, many of

the diverse creatures found in the oceans are at risk of being

endangered. This means that the next generations may not get to
experience the nature we enjoy today. On World Oceans Day, it is
important to remember why the oceans are so important and

what we can do as a society to make sure we preserve as much of

the ocean’s biodiversity as possible.

Today, it is hard-pressed to find someone who is affiliated with
any diplomatic field who has not heard of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG). Although oceans do not probably
come to the top of peoples’ minds when they hear the term
“SDGs”, it should. World Oceans Day contributes to the 14th
SDG: “Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and

marine resources for sustainable development.”

World Oceans Day

Let us therefore first
look at the history of the

day, before explaining

why this specific goal
should be a greater
topic of discussion. 
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World Oceans Day was first celebrated in 1992 in Rio De Janeiro following the

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNECD), and in
2008, it was declared an official United Nations day. In past years, this day
contained a variety of different themes such as: “Our Ocean, Our Future” and

“Healthy Oceans, Healthy Planet”. In 2020, the theme is “Innovation for a

Sustainable Ocean”.



2020 It is hard to imagine a world without biodiversity in the oceans. A
life without being able to swim and see colorful fish, coral, and

aquatic mammals. According  to the “Census of Marine Life”,
91% of ocean species have yet to be classified and 95% of them
are unknown. If people continue being unaware about the use of

plastics on the ocean coupled with the rising temperatures of the

ocean waters, these species will remain unexplored. People who
have dreamed of exploring the wonders of the Great Barrier reefs
and witnessing the migration of whales will not be able to do so.

Although it is a sad reality, human beings have caused

a tremendous amount of harm to the atmosphere of

the oceans by neglecting to do simple things such as
recycling  plastic bottles. According to the National
Ocean Service, approximately 8,000,000,000
kilograms of plastic enter the ocean each year,
enough to fill 80 airplanes. Plastics are specifically
bad for the oceans because they cannot decompose,
and they can multiply into many different pieces
called “microplastics”.

Many common items that end up
in the ocean include: cigarette
butts, food wrappers, straws,
plastic utensils, etc… Basically,
what the normal person brings to
their day out on the beach.
Because Because of all the

plastic components
in the water, marine

life can become

entangled or caught
up in waste, and the

marine life can end

up eating plastics
whichwhich ultimately results in their death.
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On World Oceans Day, we are reminded that something as simple as the

ocean should not be taken for granted. Let’s bring SDG #14 into the forefront.
After all, beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 

Another great way to
help is by
participating in local
beach clean-ups. All it
takes is one Facebook
search of “Tel Aviv
Beach Cleanup” to
take action and

volunteer to be part of

the change.

The logical question that follows the following statistics is: how
can I be part of the change? When each of us steps onto the

beach, it is our responsibility to be more conscious. Do not
smoke that cigarette while enjoying your time on the beach.
Bring all the reusable products you can to the beach and try not
to bring products meant to be used one time.

                  When we all come together and understand that all of the ocean’s
beauty may be in danger, we create a better society, a better world in which

our kids can grow up , and a happier society. 
 

We behold the ocean as beautiful, relaxing, and magical. 

We must ensure the vision stays this way.
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“The simple things in life
are the ones worth

preserving”

- Hailey Fischer -
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